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Guidelines – Wessex Water Environment Fund  

 

1. What is Wiltshire Community Foundation? 

Wiltshire Community Foundation manages funds on behalf of individuals, companies 
and charitable trusts.  This enables us to make grants to charitable groups in the 
Wiltshire and Swindon area. We have a range of grant programmes to which groups 
can apply.  

 

2. Before applying  

Please read these guidelines carefully. 

 

Please note: Swindon and some surrounding areas are not served by Wessex 

Water and therefore groups in these areas are not eligible to apply for this fund.  If 

you are unsure, please check with us before applying. 

 

3. The Wessex Water Environment Fund 

The Wessex Water Environment Fund supports charitable and community activities 

which improve the local environment and have a positive impact on the quality of life 

for the local area. 

Applications must demonstrate one of more of the following outcomes:  

• Involves communities in environmental activities that benefit the local area 

• Has a positive impact on the local environment 

• Shares learning about the local environment with others 

 

       Environmental priorities for this fund are: 

o conservation of water use 

o reduction of single use plastic 
o reducing waste 

o improvements in local biodiversity 

 

Wessex Water Environment Fund Grants are targeted at organisations where a small 

amount of money can make a significant difference.  

 

4. What you can apply for 

 

You can apply for a grant towards core costs and project costs that will equip your 

project. For example, you could apply for a grant for: 

 

• Equipment  
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• Salaries  

• Overhead costs  

 

5. Who can apply 

 

The Fund is for voluntary and community groups with charitable aims, registered 

charities, and community interest companies with an annual income of less than 

£500,000. Schools and parish councils may also apply as long as they can 

demonstrate community benefit.  

 

Funding is limited to local organisations in the Wessex Water area. Applicants must 

be based and working in Wiltshire.   

 

Please note: Swindon and some surrounding areas are not served by Wessex 

Water and therefore groups in these areas are not eligible to apply for this fund.  If 

you are unsure, please check with us before applying. 

 

Your board or committee must have at least three members and the majority of 

members must not be related to each other or live at the same address. 

 

We would not normally fund if an applicant’s organisation is holding more than 12 

months of its annual expenditure in unrestricted reserves. If the applicant’s 

organisation is holding significant reserves the applicant will need to make clear why 

these reserves cannot be used to cover the cost of the activity. 

 

If your group is a community interest company or not-for-profit company, you 

will need to have at least three Directors who are unrelated individuals AND the 

majority must be acting in an unpaid capacity i.e. not employed by or receiving 

payment from the company. CICs limited by shares are not eligible. 

 

6. A positive impact on the local environment – our advice on this outcome 

 

We want to make this Fund as accessible as possible.  We would encourage 

applicants to share with us how they will understand if it has made a difference in 

ways that are meaningful to them. This could be in terms such as: if there have been 

reductions in litter, if there are signs of new wildlife, new plant growth, increased 

number of engaged volunteers. 

 

7. Previous Applications 

  

You cannot apply to the Wessex Water Environment Fund if you are currently 

receiving Partners Programme funding from Wessex Water.  

 

If your group has received other funding from Wessex Water since April 2020 you 

can apply but you may be a lower priority for support from this fund. 
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8. How much do we award?  

You can apply for up to £1,500.  

 

9. What we don’t fund  

 

• Applications from individuals  

• National organisations (independent branches can apply) 

• General appeals  

• Activities which are a statutory responsibility  

• Political groups, campaigning and or activities promoting religious beliefs  

• Animal welfare  

• Arts or sports projects with no significant community or charitable element. 

• One off events with no significant community or charitable element. 

• Medical research, equipment or treatment  

• Projects that take place before a grant can be awarded  

• Activities that raise funds for other organisations  

 

10. How to apply 

 

The closing date is Friday 4th June 2021 at 12 noon. 

You can apply online from our website at https://www.wiltshirecf.org.uk/grants-and-

support/groups/wessex-water-environment-fund/ 

If you have any difficulties accessing the application online, please contact us. 

 

 

11. You will also need to provide the following: 

 

• Copy of constitution/governing document if not registered at Companies 

House or Charities Commission 

• A copy of a bank statement in the name of your organisation which is no 

more than three months old. This bank account must have 2 signatories who 

are unrelated individuals  

• A copy of your most recent annual accounts or financial records that show 

your organisation’s balance of funds, income and expenditure. 

• An up-to-date safeguarding policy for your organisation. This is required 

even if you don’t work directly with children or vulnerable adults. For 

guidance please see https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/safeguarding 

Apart from the bank statement, you do not have to send these if you have 

already sent these documents in the last 6 months to the Community Foundation 

 

12. If you are a new or informal group, and cannot provide the above, you can apply 

under the umbrella of another charitable organisation provided it is able to: 

 

• Supply the above documents 

• Take responsibility for the application being made  

• Take responsibility for receiving, overseeing and reporting back on the use of 

any grant awarded.  

https://www.wiltshirecf.org.uk/grants-and-support/groups/wessex-water-environment-fund/
https://www.wiltshirecf.org.uk/grants-and-support/groups/wessex-water-environment-fund/
https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/safeguarding
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13. What will happen next?  

 

Once we have received your application (including all supporting documents) it will 

be assessed by our Grants Team. They may contact you for further information or to 

arrange to meet to discuss the application in more detail. The application will then go 

to a community panel for a decision. You will be notified of the outcome by the end 

of July 2021. 

 

14. Monitoring and Evaluation  

 

All successful applicants will be sent a grant monitoring report form at the end of 

their project. This form asks for details of how the grant was spent and what was 

achieved. 

 

15. How we collect and hold your data 

 

The personal information collected via the application form is collected to solicit and 

process applications for grants from Wiltshire Community Foundation. All information 

is collected in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA), and the General 

Data Protection Regulations 2018 (GDPA). By completing an application form, you 

are giving consent for the information to be collected. Information is kept on our 

secure Customer Relationship Management database; and will be disclosed to grant 

panel members and donors. We publish data on grant recipients, but we anonymise 

details for any individual grantees. If you feel that any other information about your 

application or project should not be made publicly available, please contact us to 

discuss this.  

Please refer to our Privacy Policy at: https://www.wiltshirecf.org.uk/privacy-policy 

 

16. Contact details 

 

If you need more information or wish to discuss your application before you apply, 

please contact us on: (01380) 729284 or info@wiltshirecf.org.uk 

 

 

https://www.wiltshirecf.org.uk/privacy-policy

